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The idea of class war does not appeal to me. In
India a class war is not only not inevitable, but it is
avoidable if we have understood the message of non-
violence. Those who talk about class war as being in-
evitable have not understood the implications of non-
violence or have understood  them only skin-deep.
Let us not be obsessed with catchwords and seduc-
tive slogans imported from the West. Have we not our
distinct Eastern tradition? Are we not capable of find-
ing our own solution to the question of labour and
capital? What is the system of Varnashrama but a
means of harmonizing the difference between high and
low, as well as between capital and labour? All that
comes from the West on this subject is tarred with the
brush of violence. I object to it because I have seen the
wreckage that lies at the end of this road. The more
thinking set even in the West today stand aghast at the
abyss for which their system is heading. And I owe
whatever influence I have in the West to my ceaseless
endeavour to find a solution which promises an escape
from the vicious circle of violence and exploitation. I
have been a sympathetic student of the Western social
order and I have discovered that underlying the fever
that fills the soul of the West there is a restless search
for truth. I value that spirit. Let us study our Eastern
institutions in that spirit of scientific enquiry and we
shall evolve a truer socialism and a truer communism
than the world has yet dreamed of. It is surely wrong
to presume that Western socialism or communism is
the last word on the question of mass poverty.
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I do not want to destroy the zamindar, but neither
do I feel that the zammdar is inevitable. I  expect to

